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INTRODUCTION
(1) Tnn Eorrion

Tms edition of the Digydvaddns is more or less a reprint
‘in Devanigar!l script of the one edited in Roman script by E. B.
Cowell and R. A. Neil (C in marginal references), and issued by
the Cambridge University Press in 1886. Jt was issued by
these editors at a time when Buddhist studies were in their
infancy. The language of Buddhist works could not be studied
and its special features could not be codified for want of
sufficient material. Professor J. 5. Speyer in his introduction
to Avadane-Sataka (Text No. 19 in this Series already published )
has made a special reference to this fact when he stated
that he considered himself more fortunate in his editorial task
than the editors of the Dioydvaddna. The method of translitera~
tion current in those days has gone out of use. Mistakes in the
use of accented types such as &, 7, @i, 4, s are responsible for a
number of wrong readings in the body of the text of Digydvadina,
and need of a new edition was keenly felt. The Sirdilzkarna-
vadina (No. 33) in this above edition was relegated to appendix,
and there too, only the narrative portion was retained and details
of Brahmanic lore known to that age were altogether dropped.
Recently 2 new edition of the full text of Sardalskarndoadana,
based on materials available in Calcutta and Paris Mss, and Chi-
nese and Tibetan translations has come out from the Vivabhfirats
by Sujitkumar Mukhopadhyaya (M in marginal references for this
avadina)., The present edition of the Divyavaddna incorporates
this Sdrdilakarndodang io full, The material available in the
full text of this avadina is very interesting in the light of similar
material contained in the recent publication, the Avgavijj (Vol. I
of the Prakrit Society of India, Banaras, 1957), on problems
concerning comparative study of ancient Indian culture. It will
thu.s be seen that the present edition of Digyivaddna contains the
entire text, made available for the first time in Devanaigari script,
and T feel confident that the work may now be studied by
scholars with ease, It must be stated that I have not used any
ﬁ'.cshm. material as no such material has come to light, and
atill X feel that the present edition makes a considerable advance
over the previous edition, I have added a number of useful
featuves such as the index of verses (not supplied in Cowell’s
edition) and a glossary of words mostly selected from older
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edition, references to avadénas in other collections like Avadina-
Sataka, Avadans-Kalpalatd, Vinaya-Vastu of Sarvastivida school as
preserved in the Gilgit Mss. Vol III, parts i-iii, With all these
improvements in the present edition, the world of scholars still
owes a deep debt of gratitude to the pioneering work of Cowell
and Neil and to Professor Sujitkumar Mukhopadhyaya of Visva-
Bharati. Although I have corrected a number of mistakes which
were clearly due to misreading of Mss, and scribal errors and
also due to diacritical marks, it is just likely that I also might
have made a few new mistakes due to slips of types which seem
to be inevitable in three-lined Devanfigari typography.

(2) Mss. usep By Cowern axp NEm

The first edition of the Diyydoaddna was based on three
Mss. A, B, Cfrom Cambridge University Library and one D
from Asiatic Society of Paris. The editors also consulted two
more Mss, E, and F from Bibliothéque National, Paris, and
occasionally used the St Petersburg Ms. All the above
Mss. except F were modern copies made from one
original. Bendall reports of one more Ms. which he found in
Nepal during his visit, and which according to him, belonged to
17th century. The Mss. authorities thus go back to only one
source, and hence variants recorded by the editors are simply
results of the greater or less care on the-part of respective scribes.
It is, however, possible to correct the text by comparison with
other narratives, now available, but where such sources fail to
give any help, we have to retain the text as Mss. give it.

The Digyavadana, according to Cowell, is written generally
in fairly correct Sanskrit, barring of course the special features
in vocabulary, grammar and technical words, which are com-
monly shared by Buddhist works of the period. But we must
make a special mention of the language and style of the Candra-
prabhivadina (No. 23) and of the Mastrakanyakdvaddna (No. g8),
particularly the latter, which are written in pecfect classical style.
In my view, there are strong reasons to hold that No. 38 is most
probably written by Arya Stira, the author of the Jatakamdld
{ Volume No. 21 in the present Series, now nearly ready for pub-
lication ) as the comparison of the style, method and maunner of
treating the narrative of this avadina and of the Jilakamals
clearly shows,
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(3) TITLE o THE WORK

The title Digpavadina given to this work is found in only
two out of six Mss.,{;z., D and E, which invariably read i «hfisa-
52 at the end of an avadina. It is also found in Mo, F Bun_:touf
invariably used this title, and so Cowell and Neil retained
it. Furtber, in one of the Mss. of the Varakuddvadina in (he
Cambridge University Library, the colophon reads: sff stRem=mil-
A apfmgengEas gawd,  But this Kuéivadina is not found in
the present collection. The name Digydvading, however, is cur-
rent in Nepal, and it may be that we have here an incomplete
collection of avadanas going under that name. There is another
reason for this assumption. We know from Speyer’s introduction
to bis Avaddna-Sataks that there are many other collections of
avad@nas such as dsokaoaddna-mals and Vicitrakarnikdvading-mala.
Of these two collections, the latter contains 32 avadinas. Now,
out of these 32 avadinas some g were chosen by a Newari writer
from Nepal for rendering them into Newari language. This ren-
dering in Newari is edited and translated into English by Hans
Jorgensen and publshed as Vol. No. XXXI of the Oriental
Translation Fund, New Series, Royal Asiatic Society, London
(1931). The title chosen for this work by Jorgensen is RRmshie-
wRrigd as only g out of 32 are found rendered in Newari, There
is thus a good reason to believe that the Digyavadana in the pre-
sent collection also might be incomplete, and that there may be
still 2 few more avadinas that have not reached the hands of
scholars, Further, many of the avadinas included here are
found translated in Tibetan as independent works, and no trans-
lation bearing the title Digyavaddna is found there (see Tohoku
Catalogue ), whereas several stray avadinas are found translated,
¢. g, No. 14 (Tohoku No. 345) No. 22 (Tohoku No. 348)

and No. 20 (Tohoku No. 35.0). Further, the present collection

written in pure Buddhist Sanskrit on the model of Makdydnastitras
In pre-Gupta style, some in semi-classical style, and some parti-
cularly Nos. 22 and g8 in purely classical style.

(4) Tom Cosranrs axp Dars or Wozz

The number of sections or chapters in the Digydvadana in
the edition of Gowell and Neilis 38. Ihave retained the same

number of sections in the present edition. This does not mean
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that the collection contains 38 avadinas describing noble deeds
of as many persons. Far from it. Of these 38 sections, Nos. 12
and g4 are remnants of old Stitras belonging to the Mahayiina
sect, the former describing miraculous powers of Buddha exhibi-
ted at Sréivastl, and the latter his discourse on gifts, The titles
of both these works contains the word Siitra; Nos. g and 1o relate
to one and the same story, viz., that of Mendhaka; Nos. 23, 24
and 25 to Samgharaksita; Nos. 26, 27, 28 and 29 deal with stories
connected with the life of king Adoka. On the other hand, No.
6 may be split up into two avadanas, that of Indra and Toyiks-
maha, and No. 26, that of Upgupta and Adoka. The remaining
avadinas may be regarded as avadinas relating to the life of a
gingle individual, past, present and future.

‘The literary qualities of these avadinas vary considerably,
and contain clements of old tales in Puriina style, tales from the
sacred literature, tales modelled on classical style with considera-
ble dramatic element as in No. 26, tales in semi-classical style as
in No. 22, and tales in purely classical_style as in No. 38. Cowell
and Neil in their introduction (p. viii) say: “Many of our
legends belong to the Vinaya Pitaka as they continually bring in
some reference to a point of discipline. They are not direct
translations of any Pali original, but seem to come from an inde-
pendent source. They are isolated fragments which alone
survive from what once was a large literature”. We may note
further that there is no frequent mention of Avalokitedvara or
Mafijuéri or of Vidy3s and Dhiranis except a Sadaksari Vidys
in No. 38, All this points to the fact that they belong to a
period of transition from Hinaylina to Mabfyina. It is now
proved beyond doubt that the Digydvaddna is a work belonging
to the Sarvistiviida School (see Dr. A. C. Banarjee: Sarodsfioddo
Literature ).

‘Winternitz holds the view that various parts of the work
belong to different periods; that there are some passages which
must certainly have been written prior to grd century a.p, The
compiler of Digydvaddng has made use of Vinaya Vastu of Mbla-
sarvastivadins and of Kumaralita’s Xalpandmandisiks. It is now
proved beyond doubt that many of the avadinas included in this
work are also found in the Vingya Vasiu as pregerved in the
Gilgit Mss, in full or in parts. For instance, the Mandhatava-
déna, No. 17, is taken partly from Vinays Vastu ( pp. g2-98) and
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partly from Madhyamiigama as the remark : freRor arFaEs TemmR
usigwsind (P. gg ) clearly proves. There are many avadanas
such as Sudhana (No. 30) and Stutibribmana ( No. 5 ) which
are found almost word for word in the Vinaye Vasiu. As this
work is preserved in fragments, it is not possible for us to discuss
the question further. However, the collection as a whole, could
not have been in existence earlier than the 4th century A. »., for
not only are Adoka’s successors, the kings of the Sunga dynasty
down to Pusyamitra (circa 178 B. 0.) are mentioned in the
work, but the Dinfira occurs several times. We know that
Kumbiralfita, the author of Kalpandmanditikd, lived considerable
time after Kaniska, and so there must be a further lapse of time
after Kumaralita for the compiler of the Dipydvaddne to make
extensive use of his work. All these facts collectively bring us
nearer to abont g50 4. p. It is valuable to kmow, however, that
precisely one of the most interesting legends in the Digpdvadana,
No. g3, at least in an abridged form, was translated into Chinese
in 265 4, », It is, therefore, safe to hold that the Digyavaddna,
in its present form, came into existence between 200 and 850 4. ».

(5) Tez Sources or Drvyavapina

The sacred literature in Sanskrit of the Buddhists corres-

ponding to Tripitaka in Pali, is, unlike Pali tradition which has
9 constituents, analysed into 12 constituent parts :
Tt W SR e, |
R Rawt Ygwt = s
TeREdt Wt grRTw R o

(Haribhadra’s dloke, Baroda Edn. p. g5 )

These twelve parts constituted the teaching of Buddha,
ovaddna being the sixth part. Cowell and Neil held the view
that avadina forms part of Vinaya. Ldvi, on the strength of some
fragments of Samgharaksitivadina (Nos. 23, 25 ) found in Eastern
Turkes_tan,_.umised that it formed part of Vinaya of the Mila-
';valdlys. The discovery and publication of the. Vinaya-

astu, Sﬁll.mcomplete' and in fragments, of the Miilasaravasti-
Vadms).Gllgit Mss. Vol. II1, edited by Dr. Naliniksa Dutt) sets
the entire question at rest, and the conclusion to be drawn from
g study is that the gvaddna is an important constituent part of
S ; twelve-fold teaching of the Buddha, whether itis Vinaya or
tra. Naturally, some stories will be found embodied in the
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Vinaya and some in the Sttra. I refer particularly to the story
of Mandhath (No. 17 in the present collection ) which is narrated
in the Vinaya Vastu in brief, but the reader there is referred to
Madhyamigama: freor ararEs TR Iedgeer, ( See Gilgit
Mss., Vol. III, part 1, p. 93 ). Similarly the story of Mah#isudar-
dana (Not in DA )is referred to Dirghdgama: el wggeet
i@ GEgPmRTY (p. 97) and so on. It 1s not, therefore, right to
say that aoaddng is exclusively a part of Vinaya. Itis oneof
the constituent parts of Buddha’s teaching. The sources of the
Dioydvading therefore must be traced to the sacred literature of
the Buddhists in Sanskrit in general, and not exclusively to
Vinaya. Kumaralita also must have based his work, Ralpand-
mandtika, on similar sources. I have already stated above that
the Maitrakanyakdvadina is most likely from the pen of Arya
Stra, the author of Jéiakamald and other works.

The Dipydvadina, thus, is one of the earliest collections of
Avadanas in Buddhist Sanskrit Literature. Perhaps Avadéna-Saiaka
may be shghtly earlier than this work. These avadinas were
scattered over the sacred books of Buddhists, such as Vinaya,
Dirghfigama, Madhyamigama, Samyuktigama etc,, and seem
to have been extracted from these works and put together for
case and convenience of mstruction to young monks. There are
a number of special features pecubar to this avadina literature.
One of them is a set of stcreotyped passages which I have put
together in Appendix II to the Avaddna-Sataka ( No, 19 in the
present Series). These passages occur in full in every avadana
in that work, but in the Digydvadina they recur, sometimes in
full, sometimes expanded, and sometimes abridged with ame
It may be noted that such stercotyped passages do not figure at
all in Nos. 22 and 38.

Poonsa 2 } P. L. VAIDYA
31st October 1958
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ABBREVIATIONS

AK (we %o )—Avaddnakalpalaid of Kgemendra, Bibliotheca
Tndica edition; our edition in BT Nos, 22-28.

AS (st 5o )—dvaddnafotabs by J. 8. Speyer, Bibliotheca
Buddhica edition; our edition in BST No. 19,

Asta (aws }—~dsfasahasriks Projtaphravits, ed. by Bajendrelal
Mitea.

BO— Buddhacarita of Advaghosa, edns, by Cowell and Johnstone.
BOA—Bodkisarydvatira of Sintideva, with Pafijika of Prajds-
karamati, ed. by Poussin; bare text v Zapiski.
BOP—Bodhisarydvatrapafijika of Prajfiskaramati, ed. by Poussia.
CP—Cariydpitaka, PTS edition, also by B. C. Low.

OS—Catukstavs of Nagarjuna (I. Nirupams, II. Lokatits,
IIL Acintya, end IV, Paramartha)

DA. (Rew= ) Divyavading, our edition in BST No 20, also Cowell
and Neil’s edition.

DBh (e s }—Daéabhimibasitra od. by Rahder.
GM—@ilgit Mss. ed. by N. Dutt,

GV (weo )—~Gandavyithastira, ed. by Suzmli and Idzumi, Kyoto,
Japan, 1949,

J (ate }~Jataka, od. by Faushol.

JM (ane atre ) Jdtakamadld of Arys Surs, ed. by H. Kern, HOS.;
our edition in BST No. 21.

KV (%rve }—Karandaryiha, BTS edition.

LA (egre }-Laitkdvaidrasiiira, od. by B. Nanjio, Kyoto, J
1998; reprint 1956 i i S0 Jopeh

LV (wRst. )—Lalita. Vistara, our edition in BST No. 1.

MS (wto wie }—Madh : e s
yamakaddstra of Nigh] ed
BST No, 10, Aehsgus, our edifion n

MYV (w0 % )—Modhyamakavrtt called Prasannapodd of Candra-
et our edition in BST No 10.

MVasta (2= ¥o )—Mohavasts, ed. by B, Senart,
MVy (4o sge }—Makavyutpatti ed, by 1P, Mi b
N m?,. doyutpatti ed, by 1. P, Minsyeff, Bibliotheca



Xz
RP (uge }—Rasprapalapariprechd, ed. by L. Feer, Bibliotheca
Buddhica.

SS (fmme }—Siksaeamuccays of Sintideva, ed by Bendall m
Bibliotheea Buddhica, our edition in BST No 11.

SA (gme }—Sutralamkira of Asanga, ed. by S. Lavi

SN—Saundarananda of Afvaghosa, edns, by H. P. Shastr and
Johnstone

SR (ambfyre }—Samadhirgjasitra cd. by N. Dautt, in GM; our
edition in BST No 2.

SDP (uglc )—Saddharmapundaritasiira, ed. by N. Dutt; also by
Korn and Nanjio.

SP (gr¥e )}—Suvarnaprabldasasitra, od. by B. Nanjio and H.
Idzumi, Kyoto, Japan, 1981, also by Nobel

SV (gere )—Sukhdvativyuha ed. by Max Muller.

T—Tibetan translation.

T—(followed by number }—Tohaku Catalogue.

TG (ware ) ~Tathdgalaguhyasiira or Gubyasamdje, GOS edn.

T8 (e )—Tativasahgraha of Sintaraksits, GOS edition.

VOh (a%e )—Vajracohediks, od. by Max Muller,
(N. B.—Most of the works mentioned above are plammed to be

indluded in the BUDDHIST SANSKRIT TEXTS Seres).

The list will be found at the end of the volume. ) .
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